
WiŶteƌ ǁeatheƌ  ǁƌeaks haǀoĐ oŶ dooƌs! Take steps to pƌepaƌe Ǉouƌ ďuildiŶg eŶtƌaŶĐes aŶd dooƌs foƌ 
the seasoŶ. EŶsuƌe that heat-loss is ŵiŶiŵized aŶd ǁeatheƌ-ƌelated ǁoƌkiŶg hazaƌds aƌe ŵiŶiŵized so 
Ǉou ĐaŶ keep Ǉouƌ ďusiŶess ƌuŶŶiŶg sŵoothlǇ. TakiŶg soŵe eǆtƌa steps to pƌepaƌe theŵ foƌ the ĐoŵiŶg 

ǁeatheƌ aƌe esseŶtial:  

Winterization Checklist for Entrances and Loading Docks 

Bottoŵ Seals aŶd Thƌesholds 

Bottoŵ seals aŶd thƌesholds keep the ǁaƌŵ 
aiƌ iŶ aŶd pƌeǀeŶt sŶoǁ aŶd ǁateƌ fƌoŵ 

ĐoŵiŶg iŶ uŶdeƌ the dooƌ   

Weatheƌ-stƌippiŶg 

Dooƌs ĐoŶtaiŶ sealiŶg eleŵeŶts that seal off gaps iŶ the 
dooƌ opeŶiŶg aŶd help ďuildiŶgs ŵiŶiŵize heat loss iŶ 
ǁiŶteƌ, as ǁell as keepiŶg ƌaiŶ aŶd sŶoǁ fƌoŵ ĐƌeepiŶg 
iŶ. ReplaĐe ǁoƌŶ ǁeatheƌ-stƌippiŶg that has outliǀed 

its' useful life aŶd ƌeduĐe eŶeƌgǇ Đosts.  

DoĐk IŶsulatiŶg EleŵeŶts 

LoadiŶg doĐks ofteŶ haǀe a feǁ additioŶal 
eleŵeŶts that seal off the gap ďetǁeeŶ tƌuĐk 

tƌaileƌ aŶd the ďuildiŶg, as ǁell as shield the ǁoƌk 
aƌea fƌoŵ the eleŵeŶts:  

 

DOCK SHELTERS 

DOCK SEALS 

DOCK  LEVELER SEAL  
DOCK LEVELER WEATHER-STRIP 
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DoĐk Shelteƌs 

Shelteƌs pƌoteĐt ǁoƌkeƌs aŶd eƋuipŵeŶt fƌoŵ ƌaiŶ, 
ďloǁiŶg sŶoǁ aŶd high ǁiŶds   

DoĐk Seals 

Seals aƌe desigŶed to ĐoŶfoƌŵ pƌeĐiselǇ to the 
tƌuĐk tƌaileƌ aŶd pƌoǀide optiŵuŵ sealiŶg off of the 

opeŶiŶg aŶd tƌaileƌ.   

DoĐk Leǀeleƌ Weatheƌ-stƌip 

The leǀeleƌ ƌaŵp is ofteŶ oǀeƌlooked as a poiŶt of 
heat loss, additioŶal ǁeatheƌstƌippiŶg aŶd sealiŶg 
eleŵeŶts ĐaŶ ďe added to theŵ to tightlǇ seal off 

the opeŶiŶg.  
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EleĐtƌiĐal CheĐk 

HaǀiŶg Ǉouƌ eleĐtƌiĐal ǁiƌiŶg aŶd ĐoŶŶeĐtioŶs 
ĐheĐked ďǇ oŶe of ouƌ teĐhŶiĐiaŶs eŶsuƌes theƌe 

aƌeŶ't aŶǇ loose ĐoŶŶeĐtioŶs oƌ ĐaŶ ĐoƌƌeĐt a 
pƌeǀious iŶstalleƌ's pooƌ ǁoƌk.   

Gƌease / LuďƌiĐaŶts 

GƌeasiŶg aŶd luďƌiĐatiŶg the ŵoǀiŶg ĐoŵpoŶeŶts of 
the dooƌ is ĐƌitiĐal to eǆteŶdiŶg it's fuŶĐtioŶiŶg life  

Motoƌ aŶd Liŵits AdjustŵeŶt 

Oǀeƌhead dooƌs haǀe liŵits that ĐaŶ ďe set aŶd adjusted. 
A ďit of fiŶe tuŶiŶg ĐaŶ help the dooƌ seal ŵoƌe ĐloselǇ 
ǁith the flooƌ if theƌe aƌe aŶǇ gaps oƌ the flooƌ suƌfaĐe 

has ĐhaŶged siŶĐe oƌigiŶal iŶstallatioŶ. 
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SpƌiŶg BaĐk-Up 

SpƌiŶgs aƌe the ĐouŶteƌ-ďalaŶĐe to Ǉouƌ oǀeƌhead dooƌ, 
aŶd afteƌ Ǉeaƌs of use theǇ ĐaŶ aŶd ǁill ďƌeak, leaǀiŶg Ǉou 

uŶaďle to lift the dooƌ oƌ poteŶtiallǇ haǀiŶg the dooƌ fall 
aŶd Đoŵe ĐƌashiŶg doǁŶ to the gƌouŶd, oƌ eŵploǇees! 

OŶ ĐoŵŵeƌĐial dooƌs ǁith ǀaƌǇiŶg sizes aŶd ǁeights, 
theƌe is Ŷo oŶe-size fits all spƌiŶg, aŶd the spƌiŶgs aƌe 

a speĐifiĐ gauge aŶd leŶgth. OƌdeƌiŶg a spaƌe spƌiŶg 
oƌ tǁo aŶd keepiŶg it oŶ site pƌeǀeŶts doǁŶtiŵe 

ǁith a ŶoŶ-fuŶĐtioŶiŶg dooƌ.   

Photo Eye / SeŶsoƌ PƌoteĐtioŶ 

Photo EǇes aƌe plaĐed at the ďottoŵ of the 
oǀeƌhead dooƌ to pƌeǀeŶt it fƌoŵ ĐlosiŶg oŶ people, 

Đaƌs, aŶd otheƌ oďjeĐts. The photo eǇe is a laseƌ 
ďeaŵ aŶd the tǁo deǀiĐes ŵust ďe faĐiŶg eaĐh otheƌ 

to ǁoƌk ĐoƌƌeĐtlǇ. It is Ŷot uŶĐoŵŵoŶ foƌ the photo 
eǇes to ďe ďuŵped aŶd hit ďǇ people oƌ eƋuipŵeŶt aŶd 

Ŷot ǁoƌk ĐoƌƌeĐtlǇ, ŵakiŶg Ǉouƌ autoŵatiĐ dooƌ aĐt 
stƌaŶge oƌ ƌefuse to Đlose. IŶ the ǁiŶteƌ, ploǁ tƌuĐks ĐaŶ 

ďuŵp these as ǁell ĐausiŶg theŵ to ŵoǀe out of 
adjustŵeŶt. A solutioŶ foƌ this issue is to add a photo eǇe 
Đoǀeƌ, a pƌoteĐtiǀe shieldiŶg pieĐe of ŵetal that pƌoteĐts 

the photo eǇe.  
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LatĐhiŶg Haƌdǁaƌe 

Make suƌe the haƌdǁaƌe oŶ Ǉouƌ dooƌ liŶes up - 
the latĐh aŶd stƌike should Đlose the dooƌ 

pƌopeƌlǇ aŶd keep it shut. IŶǀeƌselǇ, the dooƌ 
should ďe easǇ to opeŶ foƌ those tƌǇiŶg to get iŶ 

out of the Đold ƋuiĐklǇ!  

Dooƌ Closeƌ AdjustŵeŶts 

Closeƌs shut the dooƌ aŶd haǀe thƌee oƌ ŵoƌe ǀaƌiaďle 
speeds: the ĐlosiŶg speed, the latĐh speed aŶd the 

ďaĐk-ĐheĐk. These aƌe adjustaďle optioŶs iŶ hoǁ ƋuiĐklǇ 
the dooƌ Đloses. A faultǇ Đloseƌ keeps the dooƌ opeŶ too 
loŶg oƌ doesŶ't Đlose it at all, leaǀiŶg the dooƌ opeŶ aŶd 
lettiŶg the eleŵeŶts iŶ! MaiŶtaiŶiŶg oƌ ƌeplaĐiŶg Đloseƌs 

helps keep the dooƌ shut aŶd the ǁeatheƌ out.  

Bottoŵ Bƌush / Sǁeeps 

The ďottoŵ ďƌush is a sealiŶg eleŵeŶt of a sǁiŶg 
dooƌ. It ďƌidges the gap ďetǁeeŶ the dooƌ ďottoŵ 
aŶd the flooƌ aŶd should ďe ƌeplaĐed ƌegulaƌlǇ ǁith 

ǁeaƌ.   
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High Speed Dooƌs 

MaŶǇ faĐilities that see a lot of tƌaffiĐ at theiƌ oǀeƌhead 
dooƌ opeŶiŶg Đould ďeŶefit fƌoŵ a ĐoŵŵeƌĐial high-

speed dooƌ. High speed Dooƌs Đoŵe as a ƋuiĐk-ƌolliŶg 
faďƌiĐ dooƌ oƌ as a ƌolliŶg steel dooƌ aŶd aƌe the 

fastest iŶ the iŶdustƌǇ, liŵitiŶg tiŵe the dooƌ is opeŶ 
aŶd saǀiŶg oŶ heat Đosts!  

IMPORTANT: Fiƌe Safety aŶd NFPA ϴϬ 

WiŶteƌ is also a tiŵe ǁheŶ apaƌtŵeŶt fiƌes ƌise as teŶaŶts 
oǀeƌload deĐoƌatioŶs, leaǀe uŶatteŶded spaĐe heateƌs oƌ 
haǀe ĐookiŶg aĐĐideŶts. Make suƌe that youƌ ďuildiŶg fiƌe 

pƌoteĐtioŶ systeŵ is ƌeady foƌ the ĐhalleŶge - haǀe youƌ fiƌe 
ƌated dooƌs tested. The NatioŶal Fiƌe PƌoteĐtioŶ AssoĐiatioŶ 
;NFPAͿ BulletiŶ ϴϬ ƌeƋuiƌes ďuildiŶg oǁŶeƌs to test theiƌ fiƌe

-ƌated 
dooƌs 
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